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World Heritage – our shared treasure
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization UNESCO approved the Convention 
concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage in 1972. The World Heritage Convention is a global 
decision to promote the treasuring and preservation of 
unique cultural and natural heritage for future generations.

The world’s heritage is considered to be the common 
property of all of humanity, and therefore protecting it 
is a responsibility shared by all countries of the world. 

The aim of the World Heritage Convention is to increase respect 
for the unique heritage of various nations and disseminate 
information concerning it. International co-operation based 
on the Convention allows saving, treasuring and restoring 
universally significant cultural and natural heritage. 

States that have ratified the Convention can propose sites to 
be included on the list of World Heritage Sites. The World 
Heritage Committee, which is composed of 21 state parties to 
the Convention, decides on the sites on the list. The Committee 
monitors the state of the World Heritage Sites and directs the 
usage of the assets in the World Heritage Fund.

Finland ratified the World Heritage Convention in 1987. In 
2013, Finland was elected as a member of the World Heritage 
Committee for four years.
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World Heritage List 
The World Heritage List includes cultural heritage sites, natural 
heritage sites and mixed properties. There are approximately 
one thousand sites in the world, of which cultural sites account 
for almost 80% and natural sites for about 20%. There are a 
few dozen mixed properties. Attempts are made to balance 
the list so that more sites are obtained from under-represented 
geographical areas.

It is required from the cultural sites in the World Heritage 
List that a site is a masterpiece of human creativity or otherwise 
bears exceptionally significant evidence of an existing or 
extinct culture. The site can be a building representing a 
significant historical period or represent typical dwellings of 
a certain culture. The site may also have to do with events, 
living traditions, ideas, religions and beliefs or artistic and 
literary works.
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Natural heritage sites may speak of an important development 
stage in the history of the Earth, or may be an example of 
an on-going ecological or biological change. It can also be 
a haven of endangered species or represent exceptionally 
beautiful scenery.

Cultural heritage sites include, for example, the Great 
Wall of China, the Acropolis in Athens and Tallinn’s Old 
Town. Natural heritage sites include the Grand Canyon and 
the Galápagos Islands. Finland has six cultural heritage sites 
and one natural heritage site.

If a World Heritage Site is threatened due to an armed 
conflict, natural disaster, uncontrollable tourism or construction 
taking place in its immediate vicinity, it may be included on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger. If a site loses some of its 
key characteristics, on the basis of which it was chosen for the 
Word Heritage List, it may be removed from the list.

Sammallahdenmäki Bronze Age Burial Site Rauma Museum

Struve Geodetic Arc

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Finland
Old Rauma
Fortress of Suomenlinna
Petäjävesi Old Church
Verla Groundwood and Board Mill
Sammallahdenmäki Bronze Age Burial Site
Struve Geodetic Arc
Kvarken Archipelago
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www.rauma.fi/vanharauma

Old Rauma 
Old Rauma is the most extensive 
coherent wooden town area in 
Nordic region. It remains the heart 
of the town, with people living, 
trading, working and engaging 
in leisure activities in its historic 
surroundings all year round.

There are over 600 buildings in 
the 29-hectare area comprising 
Old Rauma, most of which are 

privately owned. Old Rauma has about 
800 inhabitants. The trading area is centred on the market 
square and two main streets.

After the fire that destroyed the town in 1682, Old Rauma, 
the centre of Rauma Town, which was granted its town 
privileges in 1442, has grown into a tight urban centre. Until 
the early 20th century, when Rauma town started to expand, 
the old town made up the constructed area of Rauma and 
still constitutes the beating heart of the town. The narrow 

streets of Old Rauma follow lines 
set down in the Middle Ages and are 
lined with houses, the oldest parts of 
which were built in the 18th century. 
The housing stock has risen over 
centuries and currently forms different 
historical strata. It reflects the golden 
age of sailing ships in the 1890s. At 
the time, many of the  buildings on the 
main streets were adorned with neo-
renaissance facades.

The functional centre of Rauma 
is the Market Square and its adjacent 

shopping streets. They are lined with approximately 200 
shops, delightful restaurants and cafés, as well as artists’ 
workshops. Three cultural history museums and the Rauma 
Art Museum can be found in the area. In addition to the idyllic 
wooden houses, the Church of the Holy Cross built of stone in 
the late Middle Ages is an integral part of Old Rauma. It is the 
former church of a Franciscan monastery, the choir of which 
houses impressive medieaval murals.

Old Rauma was inscribed into the 
World Heritage List in 1991. Old 
Rauma is an architecturally unified 
entity, and its authenticity is due to the 

well-preserved historical building stock, the street 
network that can partially be traced back to the 
Middle Ages, and a lively community where living 
and trading mingle.
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Fortress of Suomenlinna
The Suomenlinna sea fortress, which was founded on 
islands off the coast of Helsinki in 1748, is one of the 
most popular sights in Finland. The fortress is also 
special in that it has played a role in the defence of three 
states: Sweden, Russia and Finland.

The construction of Suomenlinna began under the 
command of Augustin Ehrensvärd in the mid-1700s 
when Sweden wanted to fortify its defence against 

Russia. The fortress was named Sveaborg, in Finnish Viapori. 
Contemporaries called Suomenlinna the Gibraltar of the 
north, and it was believed that the fortress was impregnable. 
However, Suomenlinna fortress surrendered during the Russian 
siege in 1808, and it became a lively Russian garrison town for 
over one hundred years. The fortress was severely damaged 
by the bombardment of the Anglo-French fleet during the 
Crimean War in 1855. After this the Russians commenced 
the renovation of the fortress and built a new sea defence line 
complete with earth ramparts.

From Viapori to Suomenlinna
After Finland became independent, the fortress was renamed 
Suomenlinna. After the Civil War it served for a year as a prison 
camp for red prisoners of war. During World War II it played 
a vital part in the air defence of Helsinki, as well as operating 
as a submarine base. The fortress was handed over to civilian 
administration in 1973, but its military tradition is continued 
by the Naval Academy located on the islands.

The fortress is also a living community with about 800 
inhabitants. Apartments, work spaces, meeting and banquet 
halls, restaurants and museums have been renovated in 
the fortifications and old garrison buildings. Approximately 
800,000 people visit Suomenlinna annually.

Suomenlinna is an irregular bastion 
fortress constructed on a terrain 
with varied relative altitudes and on 
separate islands. It was inscribed into 

the World Heritage List in 1991 to preserve it for 
future generations as an example of 18th century 
military architecture in Europe.
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 www.petajavesi.fi/kirkko

Petäjävesi Old Church 
The church located by the lake route into Lake Päijänne 
was built in 1763–65 under the supervision of Jaakko 
Klemetinpoika Leppänen. His grandson Erkki 
Jaakonpoika Leppänen added the belfry in 1821.

The church was abandoned in 1879 when a new 
church was built on the opposite bank of the inlet. 
However, despite plans devised, the old church was 

not torn down. The church bells remained in the belfry and the 
churchyard continued to be used as a cemetery. The church 
has been renovated as a monument since the 1950s. The 
church is mostly used in the summer as a place for religious 
services, weddings and summer concerts.

Peasants’ masterpiece
In appearance, the church resembles many other cruciform 
churches. The roof is steep and hipped at the ends of the transept. 
The church is entered via the ground floor of the belfry. The 
points of the cross-shaped interior taper upwards in the manner 
of the false perspective favoured by the Baroque architects.

However, it is the interior of the church that reveals its 
architectural and structural value. The sense of space 
resembles that of Renaissance central churches. There are high 
barrel vaults over the transept and a polygonal cupola above 
the middle of the church. The hand-carved log surfaces of the 
vaulting are attached to the roof trusses, which are supported 
by the walls and the collar beam structure resting on them. 
There is red decoration on the vault ribs and tie-beams on 
the otherwise unpainted ceiling and walls. The interior of the 
church has remained almost original. Long use has given the 
wooden pews a silvery sheen.

The Petäjävesi Old Church was inscribed 
into the World Heritage List in 1994 as 
being representative of the wooden church 
architectural tradition of the Northern 

European region. It is an example of how local master 
builders on the fringes of Western culture and the 
Lutheran Church applied influences from Central 
European architecture to traditional log construction.
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www.verla.fi

Verla Groundwood and Board Mill
Verla Groundwood and Board Mill is a unique sight in 
northern Kymenlaakso. The idyllic mill village and the 
old board mill, which currently functions as a museum, 
are rare examples of the early years of Finnish wood 
processing industry.

The first groundwood mill was founded in 1872 by 
the Verla Rapids downstream of the Mäntyharju 
log-floating channel. However, the wooden mill was 

destroyed in a fire and operations creased a few years later. A 
new groundwood mill was built and operations were launched 
again in 1882. A board mill and a drying loft were built to 
complement the groundwood mill. The log-structured drying 
building was destroyed in a fire in 1892, and it was replaced 
by a four-storey redbrick drying facility. Later the groundwood 
and board mill were also laid with bricks. The main product 

of the factory was white mechanical pulp board, which was 
manufactured at different strengths until 18 July 1964. Verla’s 
pulp board used for book covers and packaging gained a good 
reputation on the markets, and it was sold to Russia and 
Central Europe.

Verla’s landscape is dominated by the mill-owner’s 
residence with its park built in 1885 by the Verla Rapids. The 
mill operations gave rise to a village and mill communities, 
evidenced by the still intact workers’ tenements with 

their curtilages. Currently, the workers’ tenements are in 
accommodation use, and small shops operate in some of the 
buildings in the mill area.

Verla groundwood and board mill, owned and maintained 
by UPM Kymmene Corporation, was opened as a museum 
in 1972 and it is open during the summer. Guided tours in 
the authentic museum, where all the machines and fixtures 
have been left intact, give visitors the opportunity to familiarise 
themselves with the various stages of board manufacture.

 Verla is a well-preserved example of 
small-scale rural industrial settlements 
that flourished in northern Europe and 
North America in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries. Only a handful of such settlements survive 
to the present day. Verla was inscribed into the World 
Heritage List in 1996.Ve

rla
 M

ill
m

us
eu

m

Ja
an

a 
Ra

nn
an

pä
ä

Ja
an

a 
Ra

nn
an

pä
ä

V
ill

e 
M

aj
ur

i



www.sammallahdenmaki.fi

Sammallahdenmäki Bronze Age Burial Site

Sammallahdenmäki was the first 
Finnish prehistoric archaeological site 
to be inscribed into the World Heritage 
List in 1999. The cairn burial site is a 

unique site representing the religious and funerary 
habits of a community living in Western Finland 
during the Scandinavian Bronze Age and early Iron 
Age (1500–50 BC).

The cairns of  Sammallahdenmäki are the most 
extensive and diversified burial site area representing 
the Scandinavian Bronze Age culture in the coast of the 
Gulf of Bothnia. The Sammallahdenmäki cairn burial 
site, located in an almost intact rugged rock landscape, 
represents the monumental construction of the age at 
its best. There are 36 cairns in the World Heritage site.

The authenticity of the site, both in terms of the 
individual cairns and the surrounding landscape, 
is significant. Due to the remote location and the 

reverence of the local population, the site has been preserved 
almost intact in the original natural landscape. There are no 
recent constructions, such as houses, roads or power lines, 
in the area.

However, it is the most well-known individual 
archaeological features of the Sammallahdenmäki burial site 
that make it unique: the flat, floor-like “Church Floor” and the 

wall-like ”Long Ruin of Huilu”. Both of these extraordinary 
cairns were excavated archaeologically as early as 1891. 
However, no artefacts were found in these excavations. They 
have been interpreted as cairns on the basis of their structure.

More recent research has found burnt human bones in 
several of the cairns, which shows that people have been 
cremated in the cairns. Inside one of the cairns were two cists 
made of stone slabs and a fragment of a bronze bracelet.

The oldest cairns in the Sammallahdenmäki cairn burial 
site are located at the northern end of the area, along the crest 

of the ridge. These cairns have been dated from the burnt 
bones to be from the early Bronze Age, 1300–1000 BC. A 
path winding from one ridge to the next descends towards 
Lake Saarnijärvi, which used to be an arm of the sea in the 
Bronze Age. Cairns piled with boulders line the path: low, small 
cairns and large mound-like cairns. The most recent cairns in 

Sammallahdenmäki are to be found right at the lakeshore. The 
walled cairns have been dated to the beginning of the Iron Age.
Approximately 7,000–8,000 visitors annually familiarise 
themselves with Sammallahdenmäki. A path of 1.5 km 
equipped with guidance and well suited for an independent 
outing winds around the ridge.
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www.nls.fi

Struve Geodetic Arc
This chain of meridian measurements got its name from 
the German astronomer F.G.W. Struve who in the early 
1800s decided to determine the size and shape of the 
Earth by triangulation and astronomical observations.

The Arc stretches from the shore of the Arctic Ocean 
approximately 2,820 km south to the Black Sea. Measurement 
of the triangulation chain took place between 1816 and 1855. 

Originally, the Arc passed through the territories of Russia and Sweden, 
but in today’s geography it passes through ten different countries: 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, 
Moldova and Ukraine. All in all, 34 station points have been selected 
to represent the whole Arc as a joint World Heritage of the countries 
involved. The Arc traverses Finland for almost 1,000 km.

Tape measure of the Earth
Struve’s Arc was the first extensive and accurate meridian 
measurement that could be used for determining the shape of the 
earth. It was a great step in the development of a view of the world 
and of science. It is also a good example of early and successful 
cooperation between scientists in different countries, to which heads 
of state were also committed.

 

The Struve 
Geodetic Arc 
was inscribed as 
a World Heritage 

Site of Finland  and  nine  other  
countries  in 2005. It represents the 
history of science and technology 
and is the first site that stretches 
across the territory of so many 
countries. In addition to the 34 
station points on the list, the 
rest of the station points 
have been preserved 
through national efforts.
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Kvarken Archipelago 
During the last glacial period, Kvarken was at the centre 
of the ice sheet covering Northern Europe. Ice masses 
pressed the Earth’s crust a whole kilometre further down. 
The moraine ridges and massive boulder fields in the 
Kvarken were formed by the melting ice sheet.

There are 5,600 islands in the World Heritage area 
but the majority of the 1,944 km2 area is under water. 
The Earth’s crust, released from under the weight of 

the ice around 10,000 years ago, still rises by almost a metre 
every hundred years. The land area increases by approximately 
one square kilometre a year. The land uplift will likely connect 
Finland with Sweden in 2,000 years’ time.

The vegetation and animal life in the low bays and small islets 
in the Kvarken Archipelago is constantly changing due to the 
land uplift. Kvarken is one the most significant nesting and 
migration places of insular birds in the Baltic Sea. Traditional 
sources of livelihood and traditions have remained vital in the 
villages in the area.

Outdoor museum of the Ice Age
The Kvarken Archipelago and the High Coast in Sweden 
together make up a joint World Heritage Site of Finland and 
Sweden.  The distance between the areas is 80 km. The steep 
High Coast and the flat Kvarken Archipelago are topographical 
opposites. Together they serve as a unique example of land 
uplift caused by the last glacial period and ongoing geological 
development and biological processes.

The Kvarken Archipelago was inscribed 
into the World Heritage List in 2006 as 
Finland’s first Natural Heritage Site due 
to the rapid land uplift and its rare De 

Geer moraine formations. The World Heritage area 
is located in two countries: the Kvarken Archipelago 
in Finland and the High Coast in Sweden.
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